Puppy Requirements

Supercoat Puppy food (from the supermarket) and/or PROPLAN  Puppy Food (available from PetBarn, some vets  or other pet shops) 

Water and food bowls 

 Heartworm and all wormer tablets (we encourage monthly chewy ones as they are easier to administer).  Other option is to give an annual heartworm shot and monthly (till 3 months old) then quarterly “All wormer” tablets. 

Comfortis (spinosad) tablets for flea control  - monthly 

Rolled collar (or soft collar) and lead – 12 inch (30cm) puppy collar 14 inch (35-40 cm) adult collar with room for identity tag.  I give you a collar and lead to start with but you will need to replace it as the pup grows
Micro chipping of dog to identify it for council and dog pounds – talk to your vet 

Brushes – straight pin brush with no balls on the ends of the pins (available from Petnetwork) , a Lady Jayne boar bristle brush  (human use – available from Big W) and a small slicker brush – Lawrence Tender Care is the best
Comb – Collie comb for shedding coat and an ordinary steel pin comb with rounded pins

Nail Clippers – we recommend the shear type – they need to be sharp so as not to hurt 

Baby/talc powder – to dry coat if necessary and to freshen up dog without needing bath
Shampoo – tearless baby shampoo for pup.  Dog shampoo for adult.   Triocil is v good 
Own bed – a trampoline bed with a plastic cover  - which is off the floor.  This keeps the dog warm and does not harbor flea.  Or own crate for dog with cushion type mattress 

Beef bones for teeth.  We ask the butcher to cut a beef neck (chuck bone) at the 1- or 2- vertebra level.  One chuck should last a week as you can freeze the pieces for use later in the week and it does not become smelly.  It is very important that pups have bones to chew on while teething to save your valuables and to encourage good teeth hygiene for life.  Also rawhide chews, dried pigs ears and saturated toast are also good for chewing. 
Dog toothbrushes and toothpaste may become necessary if bones not regularly fed to pups and adult dogs.  Surgical cleaning by the vet if tartar is bad is not inexpensive 

Toys 
· Hard toys such as tennis balls, nylabone toys, solid nylon toys

· A new sock with a tennis ball in it (socks must never have been worn as used socks encourage pup/dog to go after your clothes, shoes etc as it associates the smell with chewing 
· Squeaky toy in hard plastic (never brittle plastic as this will harm the pup if broken)

· Rope chew toys and rope bones – quite a selection available.  The firmer the rope the better as you will need to confiscate one that unravels 

· Soft “dolly” type toys – with the eyes and any loose objects removed and the spots sewn up. Quite often pups will chew the toys and pull the stuffing out.  Make sure that it also does not little Styrofoam balls/filling as this is a choking hazard.  Pups will often love a toy body without the stuffing which can be washed easily.  Toys in this category include bears, animals, and soft stuffed objects specifically made for dogs.   If you have small children who play with and value stuffed toys do not offer any to pups as they cant distinguish pup’s toys from children’s toys 

· Specialist dog toys available from pet shops, vets, puppy daycare centres &  schools 

Airline crate for the car – it is a legal requirement that dogs be restrained in cars.  When older a dog seatbelt could be appropriate but the pup is too small at 8 weeks for it    
· This will protect the pup/dog if the car stops suddenly as it does not become a projectile flying towards the windscreen or even driver to cause an accident

· Dogs should never be sat on a seat that has an airbag attached to it as the deployment of the bag will kill a dog unlike its lifesaving properties with people

· My puppies are accustomed to traveling in crates in the car and generally are not carsick in them

· Crate can be used as a doggy den or bed at home, or afterwards if you decide to use seatbelt when older.  

Sometimes I can supply a small crate for a puppy to leave home in for around $50.00,   but it is not suitable for airline travel and the pup will grow out of it as he/she matures.  
Often pups travel by air in a hire crate if you don’t live in Canberra so you have the chance to only purchase a larger crate for his whole life

Puppy School or Obedience class enrollment – to socialize the puppy and for it and you to learn about good canine citizenship etiquette
In some jurisdictions the RSPCA requires a kennel to be provided for the dog outside the house – even if the dog never uses it.   

Optional Extras include good canine training videos and books 
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