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· Who are your dogs and what are their breeds? 
I've got "Bite" a 14 year old Anatolian Shepherd, and a nearly 4 year old black CAO called "Alabai Arap" aka "Bear".
· What do your guardian breeds do for you and yours within your farm? 
I am a single, working mother on a hobby farm, so my LGDs are multipurpose: Person and property guards, livestock guardians and companion animals.
[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]



[image: image6.png]



· How did you go about introducing your dogs to stock? 
With Bear it was very natural, as I got him as a pup and he spent 2 hours a day in the paddock with the livestock (horses, lama, goats and sheep). I chose the hottest part of the day when the stock were relaxing in the shade, so they were at their laziest and would not set off the dogs adolescent prey drive, and get into the wrong habit of chasing the stock for fun. While Bear was little I supervised, later he could be left alone.
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With Bite it was different. I got him as a pup when I got the farm, 15 years ago. But I had no live stock for his first 6 years, so he was raised as a pure family guard dog, and allowed to chase feral goat and ‘roos on our long walks in the foothills. So when I did get livestock, Bite was unfortunately conditioned to chase them down and kill them. And he was very good at it too. So it took about 18 months to reprogram him to be a LSG. First I separated Bite from the prey driven energy if the other dogs I had in my pack i.e. we never let them run free as a pack amongst the stock. Then I would take Bite alone, in summer during the hottest siesta time, when everyone was at their laziest and walk him on a lead amongst the stock, and sit with him near them, then later same off lead; until he was desensitised. There was never yelling or pulling back on the lead; that only eggs him on to aggression. And eventually one day I just knew he was safe to leave in there on his own, and it gave me great joy to see he had reclaimed his heritage. This is the photo I took of his first independent day on the job!
· What are the containment systems that you have had to use or felt would be beneficial to someone starting out, from your experience? 
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Yes, these boys are both very ranged and would travel as far as their eye can see! I find it adequate to have well strung rabbit proof fencing, dug underground, and with electric wire on top. This stops both digging and jumping. I also take the dogs for 2 hour walks in the foothills most days, so it takes the edge off their need to patrol, it tires them a bit.

If I take Bear to our Sydney place, I have to take precautions to contain him as he is extremely reactive to passers-by or neighbours. He is contained in a tall colourbond fence large backyard. But if the neighbours are in their back yard he tries to attack them through the fence, so I separate him from the scenario by taking him back inside the house. Lately I've been trying to desensitise him to suburbia by tying him with thick leather collet and strong chain out the front. There is still a see through metal fence, and he can observe the passers-by, but cannot get close. This system seems to be working slowly. He has let a few people by without incident, as long as there is no talking or 
eye contact.
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· What are some of the issues you had to work through together to get to where you are today? 
Most of the issues I have are caused by the fact that I am trying to conform a strong reactive guardian dog to a hobby farm/and suburban setting where there is too much stimuli.
For instance, Bite is nocturnal, so (when he was younger) he would send out a howling warning whenever a light was turned on at a nearby farm, or saw car lights on the road, etc.
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I used to get complaints from neighbours. Bear's issue in this setting is his aggressive suspicion of strangers. This is a great asset in a survival scenario, where he could get poachers with guns in Africa, terrorist in a war zone, bear or wolf in Russia; he would make great anti-personnel dog. He is big, powerful, independent and fearless. But these same qualities are more a liability in the hobby farm setting if you have neighbours, visitors with children or tradies coming. There are terrified of him, and with good cause. So I must compound him off on those occasions so he has no access to visitors or passers-by at the fence.
· Do the differing breeds within your pack provide different working styles and if so, how?
The Anatolian, Bite is very nocturnal, independent and indifferent. He patrols, but does not interact much with the livestock or fowl. They are background elements to him. He loves to make a kill, especially feral cat or fox.

My CAO Bear is more reactively aggressive in his guarding. He is suspicious of every new smell or occurrence or person in his vicinity. Bear also takes a more personalised approach to guarding. He needs to interrogate each livestock separately. He is definitely more bonded to some then others, and it is difficult to introduce a new animal into the herd, and for him to accept it. I hope he will settle as he matures. He is not yet 4.
· What type of stock do you keep on your property and are there any difficult stock types to manage with regards to the dogs?
It's been my observation that it's not the type of stock, but their energy that matters, as far as Bear is concerned anyway. If it's calm and lazy, it'll be ok. If it's scared and scuttles away it sets off his prey drive and he wants to chase it or worse! If it's adversarial, it's a problem too. I have a male lama who kicks, and I cannot leave Bear with him alone, because if kicked at, Bear will attack it. So this is still a work in progress. I think in time the dog will be less reactive and the lama less defensive, they're both young. We’ll see!
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 It's m honest experiences, of my two boys. I don't know how much reflects the breed and how much it is the personality of these two entire males and their ages. I love these types of dogs, but there are definitely management issues. They are not for everyone
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.
In Conclusion, these are both amazing dogs, they are deep in my heart and soul, they are family. They enrich my life in so many ways, both through the positive experiences and negative ones.
Halina Dabrow
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